OREGON AFI- CIO Working together to make jobs better.
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Oregon AFL-CIO Urges Support for Warm Springs Casino & Resort
President Tom Chamberlain says projectisvin for workers, education, environment,
economy

(Salem) Oregon AFL-CIO Tom Chamberlain urged support Thursday for the Warm Springs
Resort and Casino, calling it a boon to the economy, education, the environment and
working families.

Prior to a hearing before the Bureau of Indian Affairs Thursday evening, he released his
prepared testimony:

"For the record my name is Tom Chamberlain and | am president of the Oregon AFL-CIO,
which represents more than 188,000 working families in Oregon. We work to:

« win living wages, good benefits and fair and safe working conditions through
collective bargaining;

e enable more workers to form unions and secure good contracts in their workplaces;
and,

« advance and protect the interests of all working families in the political arena.

"Our goals reflect the needs and aspirations of all working Oregonians. We strive for jobs

that pay a living wage, with adequate health coverage and secure retirement benefits. We
seek fair treatment from employers in our workplaces. We defend the right of all workers
to receive a fair share of the wealth they produce with their labor.

"It is within this framework that | come before you today to express my full support for the
Warm Springs Resort and Casino Project.
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struggling and workers are struggling. | believe we have a moral imperative to pursue
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that works for all.
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member of the team that negotiated the compact for this project between the Warm
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Springs Tribe and the State of Oregon. | can say with certainty Warm Springs Resort and
Casino is a project that moves us one step closer to achieving that goal? the economy that
works for all.

"This $400 million project will be built entirely with union labor under a project labor

agreement with the Columbia-Pacific Building Trades Council, creating 690 new skilled

construction jobs for union electricians, carpenters, laborers, plumbers, sheet metal

workers, site grading & utilities workers, steel workers and others in specialty trades. This
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economy and our struggling middle class.

"But the construction of the facility is only part of its benefit to our economy and to
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State of Oregon would allow an estimated 2,000 resort and casino workers to organize for

living wages, retirement, health benefits and more. These are jobs that lift families out of

poverty and help to rebuild communities.

"This is also an innovative project that continues to put Oregon at the forefront of the

movement for sustainable and environmentally responsible building practices. The
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offers a tremendous opportunity for skilled workers to demonstrate their pride in building

earth friendly and energy efficient projects of this scope. This project is a win-win in which

good environmental practices go hand-in-hand with sound, job-producing policy.

"Finally, | think it is critical that we acknowledge that access to education is critical to
developing valued job skills and competing for family wage job opportunities. | am
particularly proud that the Warm Springs Tribe has generously agreed to share 17% of
casino proceeds with ALL Oregonians, creating an $850 million college scholarship fund for
Oregon students and a $100 million fund for economic development throughout the state.

"Together, the components of this project represent a unique opportunity for Oregon to

advance education, to increase investment in a skilled workforce, to lift working families

out of poverty and give them an opportunity to fulfill their dreams and aspirations, to help
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college degree and to continue to put Oregon at the forefront of a national sustainability

movement.

"The opportunity? for workers, for families, for the Warm Springs Tribe and for Oregon?
is too great to miss and I urge full support for the project.”



